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SYNOPSIS 

NSO Agent CHIMA AMADI (blk. 30s) drives into an ambush set up by Broederbond agents from South Africa’s BOSS. The chase and shootout ends with most of the BOSS agents dead, but lead BOSS Agent ERNST VOERSTER (wt. 40s) gets away by throwing Amadi’s former fiancé out of his car and driving over her. Amadi rushes to her side but she dies after confessing to betraying him. 

Amadi goes home and is comforted by sexy new girlfriend YVETTE (blk. 20s).  The next morning, Amadi meets with NSO Director DAN SALAMI (blk. 40s) and reports on his encounter with Voerster. They join others, including Inspector General of Police ADENUSI (blk. 45), to brief the President of Nigeria on Voerster’s plot to assassinate PRESIDENT HOUTU-BAUMA of Cote d’Ivoire during his upcoming trip. The assassination is seen as only one part of BOSS’ larger plan to discredit Nigeria and destabilize the African economy. The President refuses to cancel the trip and orders a double punch for NSO as well: protect Houtu-Bauma and get Voerster. 

Enraged over his failure to eliminate Amadi, Voerster subjects MADAM GLORIA ESSIEN (blk. 30s) to a bout of twisted sex. On Voerster’s orders, Gloria calls Adenusi and invites him to discuss a business proposition over dinner. Voerster presses reluctant partner PIERRE LINDSTROM to give him money for Adenusi’s payoff. Voerster harasses Pierre’s girlfriend KOKO until he produces the money. 

Amadi deflects the flirtations of Salami’s secretary JESSICA as he and Salami review Houtu-Bauma’s itinerary, scheduled to conclude with a banquet at the National Arts Theatre. Amadi advises his President that Houtu-Bauma is too vulnerable a target at the banquet but the President insists he’s confidant Amadi will ensure Houtu-Bauma’s safety and the banquet is kept on the schedule.

Gloria invites over call girl MARY (blk. 20s) to get Adenusi in the mood for betrayal. Mary charms Adenusi into bed while Gloria and Voerster secretly videotape it.  Afterwards, Gloria blackmails Adenusi into keeping her informed of Amadi’s actions and gives him a partial bribe as further insurance. Following Voerster’s orders, OLAVSON (wt. 20s) bribes DAMAGBE to rent out his Ministry of Information office across from the NSO compound and spies on Amadi from there. As Amadi drives off the compound, Olavson gives chase in his car. The chase and shootout ends with Amadi causing Olavson to crash and he burns to death inside his car. 

A tense Amadi unwinds with a passionate Yvette then checks in with his secretary NENA at Atlantic Oil International, the company he runs as a cover. She reminds him of an upcoming meeting scheduled with the American Oil Company. Meanwhile, Yvette gets a call from her uncle – President Houtu-Bauma -- and is ordered to double-check on   Amadi’s security plans for the visit then return home to Abidjan to report. Yvette storms into Amadi’s security meeting and demands, as the Deputy Director of Intelligence for Cote d’Ivoire, that she be fully briefed and approve all plans. 

Surprise turns to anger and accusations but Amadi and Yvette push it all aside to come up with a mutually approved security plan. As Yvette leaves the meeting, Amadi realizes she’s being followed and hurries after her. Voerster’s man SPAANS aims for Yvette but Amadi intercedes and saves her. Oblivious of it all, Yvette drives on towards the airport as Amadi is derailed from the chase/shootout to save a group of endangered schoolchildren. Spaans uses the diversion to make his escape. 

Voerster meets with his agents and is briefed on their failed attempts to eliminate Amadi and Yvette. Furious, Voerster decides that he must kill Amadi himself and decides to do so at the duplicitous meeting arranged at Amadi’s company. Yvette arrives in Abidjan and briefs Houtu-Bauma. He tells her to check on the American Oil Company executives attending the banquet. A frantic Adenusi gets Houtu-Bauma’s itinerary and security plan from Salami but a suspicious Amadi withholds on the details for the banquet. Adenusi calls Gloria and tells her he’s the Houtu-Bauma security plan. Gloria finds out her son MICHAEL (blk.19), who still lives in South Africa under Broederbond’s control, has gone missing and confronts Voerster. Unaware of Michael’s whereabouts, he still assures her that Michael will be freed at the end of this mission. She threatens to expose him if he doesn’t fulfill his end of the deal.


Voerster’s man BIEGMAN plots with NWACHI to plant a bomb at the Nigerian Parliament building. On the way, they run into trouble at a roadblock where they are tortured for information and murdered. Gloria confronts AMBASSADOR SAKABUTA and demands he locate her son. He finds out Michael is safe in Zimbabwe. Grateful, Gloria tells him all about Voerster’s plans. 


Amadi arrives at his office for the meeting with the Americans and is knocked out. He wakes to find himself and Nena tied up and held hostage by Voerster and his men. They rape Nena while Amadi is forced to watch and leave behind a ticking bomb.

All the dignitaries gather at the Ambassador’s welcoming reception, including Voerster’s agents posing as executives from the American Oil Company. A charged Voerster arrives at Pierre’s home, rapes Koko and kills two of his own agents when they challenge his actions. Amadi unties his and Nena’s bonds and they escape through an underground tunnel just before the bomb explodes. Amadi hides Nena at a safehouse and takes off. Because of the explosion at Amadi’s, President Houtu-Bauma is whisked to safety and the BOSS/executives are robbed of their chance to kill him. Voerster bribes his way into the National Arts Theatre and hides the sniper rifle he will use at the upcoming banquet. 

At a rushed meeting, Salami regretfully announces that Amadi must have been killed but is interrupted by Amadi’s entrance. Amadi briefs them all on the latest developments. Followed by Amadi’s man BABALOLA, Adenusi rushes to tell Gloria that Amadi is still alive and demand the rest of his money. Babalola eavesdrops on Adenusi and Gloria but is viciously killed by Voerster. Voerster then turns his knife on Adenusi, shoots Gloria and escapes. Michael arrives just as his mother dies. 


Michael follows Voerster to the National Arts Theatre. As the banquet begins Amadi learns of the fate of Babalola, Adenusi and Gloria. President Houtu-Bauma addresses the attendees. Voerster arrives and assembles his hidden rifle as Michael searches for him. Voerster’s agents crash the banquet and shoot Houtu-Bauma’s guards. Voerster takes aim on Houtu-Bauma but is discovered by Amadi – and Yvette. Amadi stops his charge as Voerster holds Yvette at gunpoint. Amadi ends the standoff by shooting Voerster’s gun hand but Voerster still shoots Yvette. Michael steps out of the shadows and holds Voerster at gunpoint. Amadi takes the dying Yvette in his arms then tackles Voerster. Voerster is knocked to the balcony’s edge in the fistfight where he clings for his life. Amadi hesitates but Michael steps forward and sends Voerster plunging to his death.  

COMMENT

THE BROEDERBOND CONSPIRACY offers up a fresh twist on the spy genre that audiences haven’t seen before. As the black character of John Shaft broke the mold for detectives in SHAFT, Chima Amadi’s sophisticated super agent moves in on the world of espionage with soulful style. Author Onyeani uses his experience as both a Nigerian and a journalist to bring authenticity to his novel. The result is a story not only filled with rousing action, exotic locations and a charming gentleman rogue, but writing that brims with veracity about the people, the politics, the issues -- all the everyday realities that bring a genuine sense of place and time. 

Like James Bond, Amadi’s character is a quintessential hero that borders on the mythical. He’s the ever-magnetic GQ man but also a fearless weapon when necessity demands it. Although his life is one lived under extraordinary circumstances, he still manages to bring a human element to his alpha male role. He survives near misses with panache, deftly spars with his evil nemesis and opens the way of redemption for the young man hinted to become his student. His adversary, South Afrikaner Ernst Voerster, is an antagonist with a zeal for torture and murder that repulses sensitivities and rivets attention at the same time. His is a twisted but complex character fueled by the sheer brutality of state-sanctioned torture. It underpins all of his actions and, as a result, he fully inhabits the world of violence and blood in a way that invokes true fear. 

While the story is propelled by the thrills and fast-paced action escapism inherent in the spy genre, it also carves depth through visiting the political issues of the day as Africans and Afrikaners battle to achieve dominance and balance. It’s a provocative backdrop that pushes this thriller up a notch above the realm of just a roller coaster ride.  It’s set in the Apartheid-era but as audiences are demonstrating with CATCH A FIRE, an examination of that era does hold interest. While this is a fictional novel, it does present a storyline that mirrors recent events such as the coup d’etat effort that involved Sir Mark Thatcher (son of former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher) that ended with his receiving a fine and suspended sentence before being ousted from South Africa. 

This novel stakes out some interesting turf in its quest to introduce the world to “Amadi, Chima Amadi” and it comes from a unique source. Author Dr. Chika Onyeani was born in Nigeria, is the publisher and editor of the African Sun Times and is a well-known keynote speaker on African culture. It is clear he knows this place and these people and is bold when it comes to expressing his vision. Bond fans as well as those who filled theaters to see films such as IN MY COUNTRY and HOTEL RWANDA would find THE BROEDERBOND CONSPIRACY a film to consider. 

RECOMMENDED.

MAIN CHARACTERS

CHIMA AMADI (blk. 30s):  A secret agent for Nigeria’s National Security Organization (NSO) who is just as much at home in the world of politics and business as he is in the gritty flip side of dangerous espionage. Suave, debonair and lethal. 

ERNST VOERSTER (wt. 30s): A secret agent for the Broederbond unit of South Africa’s Bureau of Security Services (BOSS). A sadomasochistic villain who has dedicated himself to white supremacy and destroying democratic black nations. 

DAN SALAMI (blk. 40s): The Director of NSO and Amadi’s former college buddy who helps him navigate the corporate end of politics. Rightfully a Prince but more concerned with helping his people learn to govern themselves than ruling over them. 

YVETTE (blk. 30): Not only Amadi’s new love but the Deputy Director of Intelligence for the Republic of Cote d’Ivoire and the niece of  Ivorian President Houtu-Bauma. 

MADAME GLORIA ESSIEN (blk. 30s). A former South African revolutionary who is forced to help Voerster in order to save her son Michael from the clutches of BOSS.

MICHAEL ESSIEN (blk. 19): Gloria’s son, a fighter like his mother who is ignorant of his mother’s existence until her dying day. Steps up to help Amadi. 

PRESIDENT HOUTU-BAUMA (blk. 60s):  The leader who rose from a farmers’ representative to become the Ivorian’s first President. 

